
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
             

       
 
          
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St Johns Country 
 Day School in Florida 

Curator / Teacher 
Leslie Perkins 

 

This display was borrowed from 
 the ANA and is comprised of 
both original and replica coins 
tied in with the ancient 
Olympics.  The use of 
 the case was donated by the 
Jacksonville Coin Club. 
 

The 2004-2005 academic year saw a new 
ACE School coin Museum open at St Johns 
Country Day School in Orange Park, near 
Jacksonville, FL., where ACE has been part 
of the curriculum since early 2002. 
This Museum was devised and set up by 
Classics Teacher Leslie Perkins, who not only 
teaches Latin but is an Ancient  Greek buff.    
The theme chosen for  the 2004-2005 
Museum Exhibit was  
 “The Olympic Games,” which gave full rein to 
her students’ creativity.  

Leslie’s background in Classical Greek, naturally led to interest in Alexander the 
Great.  These coins, donated by ACE, are coins of Philip II of Macedon, 

Alexander,  and the 
kings who reigned after him.  Philip participated in the Olympics, and all 

coins of Philip are said to have agonistic references.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These casts of real 
Olympic Staters  
from Elis were the 
center piece of our 
display on the 
ancient Olympic 
Games.  These 
were generously 
donated by Harlan  
J. Berk who made 
several donations to 
our museum.  
Teacher Leslie was 
able to purchase 
one 
"budget" quality 
stater to add to the 
display. 
 

 

 
The coins framed to the right of the head of Artemis display obverses or 

reverses of gods associated in one way or another with the Olympic Games.  
These coins were mostly donated by ACE.  They include reverses or obverses 

 of Herakes' club, Ares, and Apollo. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
This display includes blown up images of coins of Nero 

and Claudius which were donated by ACE. 
  Nero participated in the Olympic Games.  

 The Emperor Claudius  
founded similar games at Antioch. 

 

Next to  these prize urns, replicas made by students and inspired by a 
reverse on a coin of Geta purchased for the display, is a small display of 

Byzantine coins.   The statue of Olympian Zeus was taken to 
Constantinople 

by the Romans after the games were ended by Theodosius.  The statue 
was 

later destroyed in a fire there. 
(The basket contains “handling coins” for the public – these are worn  

Ancient Coins supplied by ACE,  the idea being that everyone should have 
an opportunity of holding an ancient coin, and the kid or adult who does 

not put the coin back in the basket may become a Collector in due course 
… ) 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

The theme of the  2005 – 06  Exhibit 
 at the St Johns Country Day School Ancient Coin Museum 

is a natural outgrowth of the coin with the Herakles' club reverse,  
 which was donated by ACE 

 for the 2004 – 05  “Olympic Games” Exhibit. 
 In 2005 – 06,  Teacher / Curator Leslie and her students 

 are expanding the myth section  with a focus on Herakles.  

 

Caracalla Denarius with Hercules & Club reverse 
Courtesy of Beast Coins 

 

This bronze coin of Pantikapaion 
was used to illustrate the story of 
the "horse scarer" or 
"taraxippos."   This was a daimon 
which lurked around the racetrack 
at Olympia and caused chariots to 
wreck, inspiring "panic" in drivers.  
The coin with the head of Pan and 
the reverse of a lion with 
a sturgeon was  generously 
donated by Brett Telford of 
Southern California Coins. 

Bust of unknown Greek 
athlete 


